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1 JOHN III. 2. 


Fur this is the meſſage, that ye 
heard from the beginning, that 
we ſhould love one * 


Pg 


\INCE there is no ſubje& of greater 

importance to the 9 life, and 
which deſerves more to be treated 
with the utmoſt perſpicuity, and compals, 
than the love that chriſtians are obli- 
* to praCtiſe ; I ſhall endeavour from theſe 
words to diſcourſe upon it under the follow- 
ing heads. 


I. I ſhall explain what is included in loving 
one another, 


II. Set before you the characters, which 
ſhould attend this love. 


* III. Re- 
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III. Repreſent the obligation we are un- 
der *by the chriſtian religion (for tis 
to that way of proof that I ſhall expreſs 
my chief regard) to the practice of it. 
A 


IV. Recommend it. 


I. I ſhall explain what is included in lov- 
ing one another. 

Love jmplies in it a ſettled and conſtant 
good will to others, and in this part of the 
idea of it, ſtands oppos'd to diſlike, averſion, 
malice, and rancour, which, whenever they 


prevail, ſuppoſe the abſence and want of 


love, and ſuch a temper as is intirely ingon- 
ſiſtent with the character of a chriſtian, and 
the genius of chriſtianity. 

This ſteddy and fixt benevolence, which 
love comprehends in it, is always attended 
with a careful !hunning of every thing that 
Is prejudicial, and injurious to another. We 
ſhould not apprehend, that he who can de- 


ſignedly hurt us in any of the rights, to 


which we have a juſt claim, hath any real 
love for us, let his pretenſions of affection 
run ever ſo high. This is fully repreſented 
by the apoſtle; (a) for he that loveth ano- 
ther hath fulfilled the lau: for this, 7hou 


(a) Rom. xlii. 8, 9, 10. 
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ſhale not commit adultery; thou ſbalt not 
Kill; thou ſhalt not ſteal; thou ſhalt not bear 
falſe witneſs ; thou ſhalt not covet; and if 
there be any other commanament, it 1s briefly 
comprehended in this ſaying, . namely, thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf. Love 
worketh no ill to his neighbour ; therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law. 
And as love worketh no ill to his neigh- 
bour ; ſo it ſteddily diſpoſes to all offices of 
goodneſs. They, in whom this happy tem- 
per prevails, (5) pur on (as the elect of God, 
Holy, and beloved) bowels of mercies, kind- 
= eſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long- 
—_— ſuffering, forbearing one another, and for- 
giving one another; if any man have a 
XE guarrel (or matter of complaint) againſt 
= any, even as Chriſt hath forgiven them. 
= Such, with their urmoſt care, (c) put away 
= «al bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and 
—_= clamour, and evil ſpeaking, with all malice; 
and are kind one to another, * tenderheart- 
ed, even as God for | Chriſt's ſake hath 
== 7org:ven, forgiving one another. They, with 
= gccat gentleneſs inſtruct the ignorant, and 
have compaſſion on ſuch, as have wander'd 
from the path of virtue, attempting by the 
mildeſt, and yet the moſt faithful methods, 
to reclaim and recover them; and if they are 


(4) C9). ii. 12, 13. (c] Eph. ir. 31. * Y. 
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the genuine fruit of chriſtian love, in one 
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ſo happy IS to ſucceed, the. joy they feel, 2 yk 


ariſes. from a ſenſe of having done good, 


of the nobleſt and moſt. conſiderable* inſtan- 
ces of it. If any man (d) be overtaken in 4 
fault, they endeavour to. reſtore ſuch à one 
in the ſpirit of meekneſs, conſidering them- 
ſetves ; leſt they alſo be tempted. They are 
ſo far from looking on their own things 
only, that they rejoice with thofe who. re- 


joice, and have a tender ſympathy with thoſe 


that mourn. The objects of diſtreſs which 
occur, raiſe in them the moſt ſenſible emo- 


tion of tenderneſs, and concern, which will 


not ſuffer them to ſay, (e) depart in peace, 
be you. Warm d, and fill d; not withſtandi 
they give them not thoſe things whic! 
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are needful to the body : but will ſtrongly N 


influence them to relieve their neceſſities, as 
far as their ability will allow; (F) for u 
bath this world's goods, and ſeeith his bru- 
ther have need, and ſbutteth up his bowels F 
75 compaſſion from him, how dwelleih the 
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love of God in him? And fince they find Wi 


their power this way to be limited, they ſettle, WM 


by the beſt meaſures of prudence they can 


Form, the degree of this fort of beneficence 


which is ſuited to their circumſtance; and take 


the greater care, to fix on the moſt agrecable Wl 
a Gal. vi. 1. (e) James ii. 16. (f) i john iii, 17. 4 
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objects of expreſſing this mark of theit 
chriſtian love, which they always do with- 
out having the applauſe of men chiefly, 
much leſs only, in their view. 

I ſhall. conclude this deſcription of the 
love that the chriſtian religion recommends, 
with the moſt elegant and beautiful repre- 
ſentation that the apoſtle Paul gives of 
it. (f) 

Charity ſuffereth long, is flow to anger; 
and defers reſentment ; and zs kind, expreſ. 
ſes humanity, and is ſteddily good, and be- 
nign; charity envieth not, looketh not upon 
others with an cvil. eye, on the account of 
ſornething which is poſſeſs'd by them that is 
cxcelling. This ſome in the church of Co- 
rinth were guilty of, in reſpect to the ex- 
traordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit. Cha- 
rity vaunteth not itſelf, does not act raſhly, 
is not addicted to boaſting, or oſtentation, 
as many of the Corinthians were on account 
of their gifts: 7s not puffed up, but has at- 
tending it humbleneſs of mind: doth not be- 
have itſelf unſcemly, in acting any thing that 
is indecent and unbecoming the character: 
ſeeketh not her own, but expreſſes a regard 
to the good of others; does not fo much 
re ſpect the gifts he has, as poſſeſs d by him- 
ſelf, as their ſubſerviency to the advantage 


DI Cor. xiii. | 
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and benefit of the ſociety, Is not eafily pro- 
voked, ſuffers not reſentment ſoon to kindle, 
and when it is on juſt occaſion excited, lays 
reſtraint upon it, and keeps it within pro- 
per meaſures : thinketh no evil, doth not 
cafily ſuſpect evil of another; when the caſe 
is doubtful takes that fide which is moſt can- 
did; and is not inclin'd to impute evil to 
others beyond abſolute neceſlity : refoicerh 
not in iniquity, in falſehood, and the pra- 
ctice of what is evil; * but rejoiceth- in the 
truth, in integrity and upright behaviour; 

—or (which L rather think) reſoiceth not 
in iniquity, will not permit us to rejoice, 
but rather cauſe in us reſentment of grief, to 
find men ſtill to continue in their falſe wor- 
ſhip, as the gentiles; or in oppoſition to the 
doctrine of Chriſt deliver'd to them, as the 
Jews F did : but rejoiceth in the truth, in 
ſeeing men walking in the truth of the go- 
ſpel. Beareth all things ; or, as the word 
properly denotes, covere:h all things, is not 
deſirous of bringing forward to view, and 
expoſing the weakneſſes of others; but is ra- 
ther diſposd kindly to conceal, and cover 
them; and this interpretation keeps this 
character of love perfectly diſtinct from that 
which follows, endureth all things, which 
can {carcely be done according to our tran- 


* Grotius. + Whitby. 4e. 
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lation. Believeth all things, had much ra- 
ther believe the things, which, when belie vd, 
do no miſchief, than raſhly to condemn any 
of falſchood ; or it makes us ready to be- 
lieve all the good it hears, or can have any 
charitable ground to think of others: 1 
hopeth all things, it diſpoſes to hope the beſt 
of mens deſigns, and actions, when they are 
capable of different conſtructions; and if 
our brother be at preſent bad, it does not 
haſtily deſpair of his amendment, and pre- 
vent attempts of reformation; but rather 
inclines to hope, and ſo to uſe all proper 
means to effect it: endureth all things, tho 
grievous to be born, without returning evil 
for evil, inabling us to forbcar one another 
in love. Charity never faileth, there is na 
time or circumſtance, that can be imagin'd, 
that love, and the exerciſe of it, is not re- 
quiſite and proper; tho' prophecy, and o- 
ther extraordinary gifts, when they have 
anſwer'd their end of confirming the do- 
ctrine of Chriſt, ſhall ceaſe, yet charity 
ſhall never ceaſe. Having thus cxplain'd 
what is included in loving one another; I 
procced 


II. To ſet before you the characters that 

ſhould atttend this love. 

The love that the doctrine of Chriſt re- 

commends, is to be extenſive. As we have 
B 2 therefore 
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therefore opportunity let us do good to all 
men eſpecially unto them who are of the 
houſhold of faith (g). See that none render 
evil for evil unto any man, but ever follow 
| that which is good, both among yourſelves, 
* and to all men (. And the Lord make 
you to increaſe and abound in love one to- 
| wards another and towards all men, even as 
we do towards you (i). Hithcr may be 
reterr'd the exhortation: To ſpeak evil of 
no man, 70 ve no brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing 
all meekneſs to all men-— . And com- 
fort the feeble-minded, ſupport the weak, be 
patient to all men (). The extent of the love 
which we are to cultivate, is beautifully re- 
preſented by our Saviour in the parable of the 
| YJamaritan. (m) But he (the lawyer] willing 
 7o juftify himſelf, ſaid unto Jeſus, and who 
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l is my neighvour? And Feſus anſwering ſaid, 
m4 a certain man went dow lem 1 
1 ent down from Feruſa em 10 
Iii Jericho, and fell among thieves, which ſiript 
4 tim of his raiment, and wounded him, and 
Fi departed, leaving him half dead, and by: 


ms chance there came down that way a certain 


my pric/, and when he ſaw him, he paſſed by, 


on the other ſide, and likewiſe a levite, when 
5 be was at the place came, and looked on him, 
4 aud paſjed by an the other fide; but a certain 
4 f 
214 . ( Gil. vi, 10. I Thel. v. 15. (i) 1 Thel. 
$0 It 12. ½ Titus iii. 2. / (7) 1 Theſ. v. 14. 
[4 2 } Luke x. 29. K | 


4 | Samaritan 


1 
Samaritan (of a different nation; and religi- 
on, and with whom the Jews had no in- 
tercourſe of favours) as he journied came 
where he was, and when he ſaw him, he had 
compaſſion on him, and went to him, and 
bound up his wounds, &c. which now of 
theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was neighbour 10 
him, that fell among thieves ? And he ſaid; 
he that ſhewed mercy on him. Then ſaid 
Feſus unto him go, and do thou likewiſe y 
and reſtrain not the ſenſe of the term negh- 
bour (as many of your teachers do) to thoſe, 
who arc of your nation, and religion ; but 
comprehend in it all ſuch, as being objects 
of diſtreſs call for your compaſſionate re- 
gard, If there are any to be exempted from 
our love, one would imagine, it ſhould be 
ſuch as are our enemies, and who treat us 
in a cruel, and unkind manner; and yet 
our Saviour recommends to us in expreſs 
words the loving them. (2) But I ſay un- 
to you love your enemies, bleſs them that 
curſe you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray Fur them who deſpitefully uſe you. 
And ſupports it by the following argument, 
For if you love them which love you, what 
reward have you? do not even the Publicans, 
who were of an infamous character, be 
fame? and if you ſalute your brethren only, 


(=) Matth. v. 44,—46, 47- 1 
what 
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[4] 
what do you more than others? (when my 
deſign is to raiſe you, who are my diſciples; 
to a diſtinguiſh'd and peculiar „ yore 
Do not even the Publicans ſo? (0) But 
ſay unto you which hear, love your enemies 
for if ye love them which love you, 
what thank have you? for ſmners alſo love 
thoſe that love them. And if you do good 
to them, which do good to you, what thank 
have ye? for ſinners alſo do even the ſame. 
And if ye lend to them, of whom ye hope to 
receive, what thank have ye? for ſinners 
alſo lend to ſinners to receive as much again; 
but love ye. your enemies, and do good, and 
h lend, hoping for nothing again, and your re- 
| ward ſhall be great. 
The love which the chriſtian is to ex- 


It preſs ſhould be ſincere. Let love be without 
| diſſimulahtion (p), not feign'd and put on; 
| but real; and undiſguis d. When the apoſtle 
Paul gives an account of his behaviour, this 
il makes up part of the character; Giving no 
| offence in any thing, that the miniſtry be not 


lam d, but in all things approving ourſelves 
" as the miniſters of God, in much patience—— 
q by pureneſs, by knowledge, by long ſuffering, 
by kindneſs, —— by love unfcign'd (q). The 
apoſtle Peter recommends this affection, 


T1 (9) Luke vi. 27, 32, 33. (p) Rom. xii. 9. &vurd- 
#p#]©-, without hypocrily. (a) 2 Cor. vi. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
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when he exhorts us, ſeeing you have purified 
your ſouls in obeying the truth unto unteign'd 
love of your brethren (r), ſee that you love 
one another with a pure heart; that is a 
heart which is fincere, and without diſguiſe, 
and in which undiflembled love prevalls. 
There can be nothing more unbecoming the 
character of a chriſtian, then the appearance 
of love in ſoft addreſs, and ſofter expreſ- 
ſions, when at the ſame time rcal affection 
is wanting. | | 

The love which the chriſtian religion re- 
commends ought to be intenſe. Chriſtians are 
to love one another, not at a common rate, 
and in an ordinary degree, and with ſuch a 
love, as men of the loweſt character expreſs 
to thoſe, who love them; but we arc in- 
join'd to /ove one another, as Chriſt hath 
loved us (s). And to walk in love, as Chriſt 
alſo hath loved us, and hath given himſelf for 
us, an offering, and ſacrifice to God, for a ſoweet 
ſmelling ſavour (t). Hereby perceive we the 
love of God, becauſe he [Chriſt] laid down 
his life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren, (u) when the 
glory of God, and their good in having their 
faith in the truth of the goſpel confirm'd 
by it, make it neceſſary. The apoſtle Peter 


(r) 1 Pet. i. 22. (s) John xi. 34. (t) Eph. 
v. 2. (u) 1 John iii. 16. 


exhorts 
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exhorts us; (x) above all things to bave 
fervent charity among ourſelves, and to ſee 
that we love one another with à pure heart 
tervently. (7 | | 
The love which chriſtians are to practiſe 
ſhould be active. We arc to love one ano- 
ther not in Word, neither in tongue, only, 
but in deed and in truth. The love which 
we are to expreſs, is to be attended with 
all offices of goodneſs, in the compaſs of 
our power, which are the proper fruits of 
it, (S) Therefore as qe abound in every 
thing, in 108: in utterance, and knowledge, 
and in all diligence, and in your love to us, 
ſee that ye abound in this grace alſo, name- 
ly, liberality to the poor Jews at Feruſalem, 
T ſpeak not by commandment, as to the time 
or degree how much you ſhould confer 
but by occaſion of the forwardneſs of others, 
and to prove the ſmcerity * of your love. 
For this reaſon the apoſtle (a) makes men- 
tion of labour of lob Remembring with- 
out ceaſing your work of faith, and labour of 
love. And — For God is not unrighteous to 


Forget your work and labour of love, which 


ye have ſhew'd toward his name in that ye 
baue miniſtred to the ſaints, and do miniſter. 


(x) 1 Pet. iv. 8. 4 (y) 1 Pet. i. 22. 2) 2 Cor. 
viii. 7, 8. * 70 yynoroy [genuincneſs] ( Heb. 
vi. 10. 8 


Finally 
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Finally, we are to love one another as Chriſt 
hath loved us, and given himſelf an offering 
and ſacrifice for us. 

Chriſtian love ſhould be conſtant and 
growing. To love one another ariſes from 
our make, and while we continue what we 
arc, and related to others of the ſame frame, 
the practice of it will be fit and reaſonable z 
Charity never faileth. The word * which is 
us'd in the exhortation of Peter, See that ye 
love one another with a pure heart fervent- 
ly; ſometimes ſignifies continually, and the 
following verſe ſeems to favour that ſenſe, 
being born again not of corruptible ſeed : 
but of incorruptible by the word of God 
which liveth, and abideth for ever, in the 
effects it produceth, and particularly in con- 
ſtant, and perpetual love. And as chriſtian 
love ſhould be permanent, ſo it ſhould be 
increaſing. (b) And this I pray, that your 
love may abound, yet more and more, in 
knowledge and in all judgment. And the 
Lord make you to increaſe, and abound in love 
one to another, and towards all men (c), The 
apoſtle Peter, when he had cxhorted ta 
love one another with a pure heart fer- 
vently, and in the following verſes offer'd 
an argument to ingage to the practice of it, 
recommends that laying aſide all malice, &c, 


* ax]ar0g- (5) Phil. i. 9. (e 1 Theſſ. iii. 12. 
C they 
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they might deſire the ſincere milk of the word, 
thereby to grow in love; and under another 
metaphor of building, which gradually riſes, 
farther adviſes to it; Be ye built. And we 
may eaſily know, when it is improving in 
us, when the paſſions which are unfriendly 
to it, anger, envy, &c. do leſs frequently 
ariſc in us, and when they do, are with greater 
eaſe ſuppteſs d, when the genuine fruits of love 
are more numerous, and equal, and the eaſe 
and delight which attend them are greater. 
I come now to the third general head. 


e 


III. To repreſent the obligation we are : 
under by the chriſtian religion (for tis to 
that way of proof that I ſhall expreſs my 
chief regard) to the practice of it. 

I might reaſon this point from the prin- 
ciples of benevolence and compaſſion, which 
arc in our make; the fitneſs of its practice 
to our frame and ſtate; and the equity of 
performing it, when we form the expecta- 
tion of it from others: but I chuſe rather 
to lay before you the many plain and cx» 
preſs paſſages of the New Teſtament, which 
recommend it to us. (4) A new com- 
mandment (call'd fo, becauſe enacted anew 
with the greateſt clearneſs and extent, and 
inforc'd by new motives) I give unto you 


{d) John xiii, 34. 
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that je love one another, as I have loved 
you, that ye alſo love one another. (e) This 
is my commandment, that ye love one an- 
other, as I have loved you Theſe things 
1 command you, that ye love one another (J). 
Fon walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved 

(g) Thais is the meſſage, that ye heard 
ow the beginning (of the goſpel ) which 
was deliver'd by the greateſt * legate, that 
God ever ſent to men, that ve ſbould love 
one another. 

The expreſſions, which are 0 uſe of 
to recommend mutual love, carry in them a 
remarkable emphaſis, and peculiar force. 
95 Be kindly affettioned one to another, with 

otherly 7 bug or in the love of the bre- 
thren, let your affection be ſtrong and in- 
tenſe, like to that which parents have to 
their children. (i) For, brethren, ye have 
been call'd unto liberty; only uſe not liberty 
for an occaſion to the fleſh ;. but by love ſerve 
one another. Be as ſervants one to another 
in affection. (e) Finally, brethren, be ye 
all of one mind, having compaſſion one of 
another, ſy mpathizing with each other, lou 
as brethren, be pitiful, of tender bowels 
one to another, be conrteons, 


93 — xv. 17. (f) Eph. v. 2. 

John iii. 11. i. ( Rom. xii. 10. 
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When a lawyer ask'd Chriſt, tempting 
him, which is the great commandment in 
the law? which was a queſtion debated a- 
mong the Jewiſh doctors, and about which 
different ſentiments were entertain'd ; ſome 
making it to be circumciſion, and others 
ſacrifice; our Lord reply'd: (/) Thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, this 
is the firſt, and great commandment ; and 
the ſecond. is like unto it. Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as thy ſelf, on theſe two com- 
mandments hang all the law, and the pro- 

phets. () And to love him with all thy 
heart — and to love his neighbour as him- 
ſelf, is more than all whole burnt offerings, 
amd ſacrifices. The apoſtle aflures us, that 
in Jeſus Chriſt neither circumciſion availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumciſion; but faith 
which worketh by love. Love is repreſented 
as fulfilling the law: (u) Owe no man any 
thing, but love one another, for he that 
 boveth another, hath fulfill'd the law. It is 
ſtiled the bond of perfectneſs. And above 
all theſe things, put on charity, which is 
| The bond of perfetineſs (o); that is, the 
moſt perfect cement of union. It is cal» 
led, on the account of its excellence, by 
the apoſtle James, the royal law. F you 


(1) Mat. xxii. 37, 38, 39, 40. () Mark xii, 33. 
fn) Rom, xiii, 8, 9,16, (e Col. iii. 14. (p James ii, 8. 
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1 
ui the royal law according to the ſcrip- 
155 thou ſbalt love thy neighbour as 85 
ſelf, ye do well (p). Tis no ſurprize, 
that when there are ſo high commendations 
given of love, the apoſtle Paul, hearing of 


the faith, and love of the Epheſians, ſhould 


offer to God his tribute of praile ; Mhere- 


fore I alſo, after I heard of your faith in 


the Lord Jeſus, and love unto all the ſaints, 
ceaſe not to give thanks for you, making 
mention of you in my prayers (q). Neither 
is it any wonder that he ſhould pray for 
the Philippians, that their love might in- 
creaſe. And this I pray, that your love may 
abound yet more and more (r). A like con- 
duct, the ſame apoſtle takes, with regard to 
the Coloſſians, ſince we heard of your faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and of the love which ye 
have to all the ſaints; for this cauſe, we 
alſo — do not ceaſe to pray for you, (s). 

By theſe clear, and expreſs paſlages, and 
others which we produc'd before, it is plain, 
that chriſtians are not left to their liberty, 
whether they will cultivate in themſelves, 
and others, this divine temper, or no: it is 
injoind upon them, with the higheſt autho- 


rity, and the greateſt variety, clearneſs, and 


ſtrength of expreſſion. 1 ſhall endeavour 
therefore, 


Eph, i, 15, 16, Phil. i. 9, 
(4) Eph, i. 15, 1 ent n (r) 9 
| IV. To 


x IV. To recommend to Lou the purſuit of 
a ſettled, and ſteddy affection to others, with 
all the genuine fruits, which ariſe from it, 
and of a conſtant improvement thercin, 
And in order to render ſuch a purſuit ſuc- 
ceſstul, it will not be amiſs to ſet before 
you the means, which are proper to make 
ule of, to attain it. | 

Take care to gain a due regulation of 
your paſſions. Whatever has a tendency to 
prevent love, or hindcr its growth, ſhould 
immediately be ſuppreſs'd. No raſh ſuſpi- 
cions, or groundleſs prejudices, are to be 
taken up againſt any, which if admitted, 
will occaſion all diſpoſitions to love to 
ficken, and become languid. Guard againſt 
quick, ſudden, and frequent reſentments, 
and eſpecially expreſs the greateſt concern, 
that they do not ſettle in malice, which 
extinguiſhes affection. Charity ſuffereth long, 
is not eaſily provok'd, thinketh no evil, be- 
lie veth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
dareth all things; and is it poſſible, that | 
chriſtian love, attended with theſe happy 
effects, ſhould thrive and flouriſh in us, 
while we ſuffer anger often to ariſe, and 
upon. trifling occaſions, and allow it to ſtay 
and continue long with us? If you would 
have this () fruit of the ſpirit, love, in- 


| {t) Gal, v. 22, 


crcalg 
6 


23 


creaſe in you, be ye angry, and ſim not, let 
not the ſun go down upon your wrath. For 
this reaſon the apoſtle Peter, when he recom- 
mends growing in love (to which ſenſe the 
contexture of the diſcourſe leads) he ex- 
horts firſt to Jay aſide all malice, and all 
guile, and Hyporriſies, and envies, and all 
evil ſpeaking (u). Let envy of the ſuperiour 
talents of others, or of their greater ſucceſs, 
and proſperity in life, be carefully ſubdu d by 
us: For charity envyeth not. In order to 
this, let us frequently conſider, that they 
are gifts of God, given by him for the 
benefit of others, as well as for the advan- 
tage of the perſons themſelves, and that 
they are accountable to him for the right 
ule, or miſimprovement of them. Expreſs 
a concern to have your defires of the things 
of this world, cool and moderate. The 
love of the world, is as inconſiſtent with 
the love of others, as with the love of the 
father. Charity ſeeketh not her own, looketh 
not on its own things, but alſo on the things 
of others (x). But how can this be con- 
ſtantly praQtis'd by ſuch, as arc engag'd in 
an immoderate purſuit of the enjoyments 
of this life? Will they always govetn them- 
ſelves by the ſtrict rules, which the goſpel 
lays down, of juſtice and beneficence ? If 


(i) 1 Pet. ii, i. (*) Phil. i. 4. 
we 


— — 


A 
1 


[ 24 ] 
we ate too fond of a pleaſurable life, ſhall 
we be.diſposd to mourn with thoſe who 
mourn, or be inclin'd to ſympathize with 
ſuch, as are diſtreſs'd and miſerable? Charity 
waunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, be- 
Haueth not itſelf unſeemly ; but will our be- 
haviour be agreeable to theſe properties of 
Chriſtian love, if we are too deſirous of 
Praiſe, and have an overweening opinion of 
ourſelves? ſhall we not ever be in danger 
of falling into boaſting, vain-glory, and 
oſtentation, which are the reverſe to that 
humbleneſs of mind, which is the conſtant 
| attendant of chriſtian charity? It is evident 
then, that the government of our deſires, 
and paſſions, is neceſſary to attain any con- 
ſiderable. degree of that love to others, 
which the doctrine of Chriſt recommends. 

In order to arrive to this which is previoul- 
ly requiſite to the exerciſe of love to others, 
take care that you keep up a conſtant watch- 
fulneſs over every motion of your affections, 
and over your whole courſe of behaviour to 
others, maintain a ſteddy diſcipline over your- 
ſelves, compare daily each motion of your 
ſpirit, and every action of your conduct, with 
the doctrine of Chriſt, which injoins us the 
duty of loving others, and teaches us the 
manner of performing it. When you ob- 
ſerve any thing to have paſs'd contrary to 
this divine temper, excite ſuch reſentment 


of 
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of ſorrow, as may make you more vigilane, 

and the better ſecure your future deport- 
ment. by 

In your frequent, and humble addreſſes 
to God, mourn over your ſmall proficiency 
in this fruit of the ſpirit; confeſs with 
grief your deficiencies in the practice of it, 
and be as particular as you can in your re- 
tir d and cloſct-devotions'z renew your pur- 
poſes to purſuc higher attainments of it, 
and implore the diyine aid, which you will 
find by ſtrict and conſtant obſervation of 
yourſelves, to be highly requiſite. And you 
may do this with full aſſurance of faith, 
ſince the being, to whom you apply, has 
ſtiled himſelf the God of love. | 

Ever keep in your view the other world, 
and never regard the falſe principles, and 
maxims, whereby many who would be 
thought chriſtians, but without any juſt rea- 
ſon, govern themſelves. The attainments 
of Chriſtian love will be very deficient, if we 
don't often attentively conſider the future 
ſtate, and the rewards, which will be con- 
terr'd in proportion, as this increaſes in us, 

In a word lay before your minds fre- 
quently, in the beſt, and fulleſt manner you 
can, the motives, which the chriſtian religi- 
on offers to influence, and engage you to 
the practice of mutual love. And 1 ſhall 
endeavour herein to aſſiſt you. | 
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Conſider, it is recommended to us by the 
divine being, who created us, and ſo has a 
right to preſcribe us laws, and knows our 
make and ſtate, and the future world; and 
conſequently what is fitteſt for us to practiſe. 
We are capable in ſome meaſure of diſcern- 
ing, that the obligation to love one another, 
ariſes from our frame, and is ſuited to our 

ſtate, and the other life, and has a tendency 
= to render us happy: But this is farther 
U ſtrengthen'd, when we reflect that he, who 
commands us to love one another, has a 
moſt perfect and comprehenſive view of all 
" things. Ir is a meſſage dcliver'd to us by the 
W ſon of God, and if he came from heaven to 
Te open it in the greateſt fulneſs to us, is it not 
reaſonable that we carefully attend, and rea- 
dily comply? Eſpecially, when it is ſuch 4 
facriſce, as God is well pleasd with, and 
which he prefers to all whole burnt- offerings: 
when on this, together with 7: love of God, 
from whence it ariſes, and of the truth of 
which it is an evidence, hang all the law, and 
the prophets: and when for its excellence, 
tis ſtiled a royal law. 

The practice of this duty, our Lord has 
made to be a diſtinguiſhing mark of his diſ- 
ciples. By this ſhall all men know, that ye 
are my diſciples, if ye have love one to ano- 
ther G). The diſciples of John the baptilt 


: (3) John xiii, 35. 
7 were 


27 
were known by ſome particular ſeverities of 
life; and of the Phariſees, by ſome appear- 
ances of external ſanctity; but that which our 
Saviour would have to be the badge of his 
followers, is mutual love. In this the firſt 
chriſtians ſo excell'd, that they were propos d 
even by Julian to be examples of it to the hea- 
then. If then we would evidence ourſelves 


to be true chriſtians, let us endeavour to in- 


creaſe, and abound in love one to another. 

By the practice of extenſive love we reſem- 
ble God, and become his children. Zove 
your enemies —T hat ye may be the children 
of your father which is in heaven ; for be 
maketh the ſun to riſe on the evil, and on the 
good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt, and on 
the 1, Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your heavenly father is perfet? (g). Or as 
Lake expreſſes it: Be ye therefore mercifuh, 
as your father alſo is merciful. It is uſual, 
in the Jewiſh manner of expreſſion, to re- 
preſent a perſon to be a child of another, 
if he reſemble him in diſpoſition, and aQi- 
on. On this account, our Lord calls the 
Jews, who ſought to kill him, notwithſtaud- 
ing the boaſt they made of being the children 
of Abraham, the children of the devil, when 
he ſays, ye are of your father the devil (a). 
When we love all men even our enemies, and 


(=) Mat. v. 45, 48, | («) John vii. 48. 
D 2 exprels 
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. expreſs it in acts of goodneſs, we are there- 
in like to God, and become his children. 
We are like him in that excellence which is 
moſt amiable, and without which, his know- 
ledge, and wiſdom, and power, would ex- 
cite horror in our minds. Be ye therefore 
perfect, as your father who is in heaven is 
perfect. And be ye kind one to another, ten- 
der-hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven you (6). 
Be ye therefore F followers of God as dear 
children. And can there be any thing more 
excellent, and worthy our purſuit, than to 


 Imitate him, who is the ſtandard of perfecti- 


on, in the moſt ſhining quality that reaſon- 
able nature can poſſeſs? If we attain not this 
love, bur the contrary to it prevails in us, we 
are ſure that we are children of the devil. 
In this the children of God are manifeſt, 
and the children of the devil: whoſoever 
doth not righteouſneſs, is not of God, neither 
he that loveth not his brother (c). Beloved, 
let us love one another: for love is of God, 
and every one that loveth, ts born of God, 
and knoweth God: he that loveth not, 

knoweth not God; for God is love (d). 
Let us lay before our minds, in as lively 
a manner as we can, the greatneſs of that 
love, which God, who is cvery way pertect 
Eph. iv. 32.m—=y, I, imitators. 
an Den 
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and happy in himſelf, has expreſs'd to us, 
who are guilty and obnoxious to death, in 
the doctrine of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. 
This is repreſented to us in the ſtrongeſt 
manner with this view, to excite and en- 
gage us to mutual affection. In this was 
manifeſted the love of God towards us, be- 
cauſe that God ſent his only begotten ſon 
into the world, that we might live thro 
him ; and the apoſtle mentions a circum- 
ſtance which is proper to make the conſide- 
ration of it more forcible: Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and ſent his ſon to be the propitiation 
for our ſins, a ſacrifice and offering for us, 
that we might not periſh but have everlaſt- 
ing life. Beloved, if God fo loved us, in fo 
ſurprizing a manner, we ought alſo to love 
one another (e). Who can often and ſeri- 
ouſly reflect on the amazing goodneſs, that 
God has ſhewn to us, and not be in- 
fluenced to make this return of love to o- 
thers, which is ſo ſtrongly recommended to 
us, and ſo reaſonably expected from us? If 
there be the leaſt ſpark of ingenuity remain- 
ing in us, the conſideration of God's love to 
us, in not ſparing his ſon ; but giving him 

up for us all, muſt certainly animate us to a 
conſtant, and ſteddy exerciſe of mutual love. 


ſe 1 John iv. 9, 10, 11. 
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Oſten meditate upon the wonders of 
Chriſt's love to us. We are frequently cal- 
led upon to love one another as Chriſt hath 
loved us. Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay-down his life for his 
Friends (). But while we were yet ſinners 
Chriſt died for us (g). No wonder that this 
love had ea conſtraining force upon the a- 
poſtle Paul: the like influence it ſhould 
have upon us to love one another. The 
apoſtle when he had recommended, not 0 
look every inan on his own things, but every 
man alſo on the things of others; that this 
mind might be in them which was. alſo in 
Chriſt Feſus, adds as a powerful motive, who 
being in the form of Goa, made him. 
ef of no reputation, empty'd himſelf of the 
glory, and took upon him the likeneſs of 
ſinful fleſh, the form of a ſervant, and was 
made in the likeneſs of man; and being found 
in the faſbion as a man, he humbled himſelf, 
and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs (b). Did love invite our 
Lord to quit the glory he had with the fa- 
ther before the world began, and to con- 
deſcend: to dwell among men in the ſtate, 
wherein they had all ſinned, and fallen ſhort 
of the glory of God, cloath'd in feeble fleſh, 


(7) John xv, j. (e Rom. v. . (6b) Phil. il 6. 7. 8. 
and 
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and liable to all our finleſs infirmities and 
mortality; and when he tells us this is my 
commandment that ye love one another z 
ſhall not his aſtoniſhing love win upon us 
to obey it? Did he come from heaven, and 
the boſom of the father, to teach us how 
to praiſe aright mutual love, by his own 
example, as well as by his doctrine, and ſhall 
not we carefully attend to him, and con» 
ſtantly copy after him? did not love lead 
him reſolutely and chearfully thro' oppoſi- 
tion, diſtreſs, agonies, and death, for us; and 
when he calls upon us by this his love to 
us, to love one another ; ſhall we not be 
revail'd with to increaſe, and abound in it? 
Conſider your privileges as Chriſtians, and 
the motives to love one another in that cha- 
rater, which reſult thence, Put on as the 
elect of God, his peculiar people, Holy, ſepa- 
rated to his ſervice, and beloved, having par- 
ticular marks of his favour, bowels of mercy, 
&c. By faith which influences love we in 
an eminent ſenſe are his children; begotten 
to a lively hope: to an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſerv'd in heaven. See that ye love 
one another with a pure heart fervently, be. 
ing born again, of the ſame father, and by 
the ſame means, not of corruptible ſeed, 


but of incorruptible by the word of God (i). 
(#) 1 Pet. i. 3, —22, 23» 
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By love we have delightful intercourſes with 
God. No man hath ſeen God at any time, 
if we love one another, God dwelleth in us, 
and his love is perfefted in us. Hereby know' 
we that we dwell in him, and he in us, be- 
Cauſe he hath given us of his ſpirit. By. 
Iowuing one another, not in. word only, but 
in deed and truth; we know that we are 
of the. truth, and ſhall aſſure our hearts be- 
ere bim, and then (O bleſſed privilege!). 
have we confidence towards God. And what-. 
ſoever we ast we receive of him, becauſe. 
we heep his commandments, and do thoſe. 
things that are pleaſing in his fight, and this 
is his commandment, that we ſhould believe. 
on the name of his ſon Feſus Chriſt, and 
love one another, as he gave us commands-. 
ment (k). FI | DJ 
Reflect upon the happy effects, which a- 
riſe to ſocicties from mutual love. And 
above all theſe things put on charity, which. 
ig the bond of perfetineſs; the moſt com- 
pleat and effectual tie to unite members of 
a ſociety one to another, and will moſt cer- 
tainly produce peace, for which reaſon it 
follows, and let the peace of God, which 
God recommends, rule (or be umpire) in 
your hearts, to the which alſo ye are called. 
in one body; and be ye thankful (1): hereby 


C4)  Johniv. I2, 13, 18, 19, 21,22. 2 ) Col. ii. 14. % 
h expreſs 


L 33 ] 
expreſs your gratitude for the favours, which 
as chriſtians you have receivd from God. 
Believers are repreſented as members of the 
ſame body, and (m) the members ſbauld have 
the ſame care one for another. And whe- 
ther one member ſuffer, all the members ſuf- 

fer with it: or one member be Honoured, all 
the members rejoice with it. Now ye are 
the body of Chriſi, and members in particu- 
lar. When each member in the natural 
body duly performs its office, and affords 
its proportion of influence to the happineſs 
of the whole, what an appearance of chear- 
fulneſs and vigour has the body? When the 
contrary happens, how fading, languid, and 
dying! The like effects have loving one 
another, or the reverſe, with the proper 
fruits of each, upon ſocieties; () But by 
love ſerve one another : For all the law 
is fulfilled in one word, even in this: 
thou ſhalt love thy 1 4 as thy ſelf: 
But if ye bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye be not conſumed one of 
another. | 

Otten arid carefully conſider the rewards, 
which are promis'd in a future life to the 
ſteddy, and conſtant practice of mutual love. 
By love we are the children of God. And 


c 1 Cor. xii. 25, 26, 27. (n) Gal. v. 13, 14, 15. 
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F children, then heirs, heirs of God, and 
Joint heirs with. Chriſt (o). The greatneſs 
of the future recompenſe is ſtrongly repre- 
ſented by the apoſtle John. Beloved, now 
are we the ſons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we ſball be: but we know 
that when he ſball appear, or when what 
we ſhall be ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 
him ; for we ſball ſee him as he is. Our 
Lord recommends extenſive love upon this 
motive; (v) But love your enemies, and 
do god and your reward ſhall be great. 
When our Saviour deſcribes the proceedure 
of the laſt day, he mentions only the in- 
ſtances of goodneſs which ariſe from love, 
or the negle& and diſregard of them. (2) 
Then ſhall the king ſay. unto them on his 
right hand, come ye bleſſed of my father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you fro 
the foundation of the world. For I was 
an hungred, and ye gave me meat, I was 
thirſty, and ye gave me drink, I was a 
ſtranger, and ye took me in. —— Perily 1 
ſay unto you, in as much as you have done 
it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my bre- 
thren, ye have done it unto me. Then ſhall 
he ſay alſo unto them on the left hand, 
depars from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting 


(0) Rom. vii. 17. (/) Luke vi. 35. (7) Matth. 
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fire. For I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me n meat Veri) I ſay unto you, in 
as much as ye did it not to one of the 
teaſt of theſe, ye did it not to me. And 
as there is no reaſon, in conſequence 'of 
what our Saviour here expreſſly declares, 
to expect future rewards, witi.out mutual 
love attended with its genuine fruits; ſo 
let us ſeriouſly reflect, that ſince thoſe re- 
compences will be different ig degree, it 
is likely they will bear ſome proportion 
to our care to cultivate, and improve in 
ourlelves, and others, this divine and 
heayenly temper : and ſhall not this con- 
ſideration ſtrongly influence us to increaſe 
and abound therein? 25 - 60 
Laſtly, conſider attentively the preference, 
which the great apoſtle of the gentiles gives 
of love, to faith and hope, thoſe two ſignal 
Virtues that enter into the chriſtian cha- 
rater. (F) And now abideth faith, hope, 
charity, theſe three; but the greateſt of 
theſe is charity. He had in the ſtrongeſt 
terms repreſented charity to be a more ex- 
cellent way than coveting earneſtly even 
the beſt gifts. (s) Though I ſpeak with the 
tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as ſounding braſs or 


(r) 1 Cor, xiii, 13. (5) 1 Cor. xii. 31. xiii. 1, 2. 
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gift of prophecy, and underſtand all myſte- 
ries and all knowledge: and though ] have 
all faith, ſo that I could remove mountains, 
and have no charity, I am nothing. He 
then proceeds to deſcribe charity, and a- 
mong other characters of it, he tells us: 
Charity never faileth : but whether there be 
prophecies they ſhall fail, whether there be 
fongues they ſhall ceaſe, whether there be 
knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away——when 
that which is perfect is come Hor now we 
fee through a glaſs darkly ; but then face 
to face— And now, in this ſtate, tho' the 
extraordinary gifts of tongues and prophecy 
ſhould ceaſe before the other takes place, 4- 


_ biaeth faith, the belief of revealed truths, hope, 


the expectation of future happinels, charity, 
ſincere and extenſive love: * rheſe three, theſe 
arc the three eminent principles to direct and 
influence the chriſtian life, but the greateſt 
of theſe is charity: as charity is the end 
which faith and hope as means are deſign'd 
to beget and improve in us; as it is that 
wherein the image of God in us, and our 
proper perfection as intelligent beings ulti- 
mately conſiſt; and as it will continue, when 


faith ſhall end in viſion, and hope in fruition; 
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and not only enter into the future ſtate; 
but (when the imperfection that attends the 
practice of it in this life ſhall be remoy'd) 
will make the perfection and happineſs of 
If, | ITE "4B . 
Since then love to one another is ſo 
plain a duty, and of ſo much excellence ; 
ſince without it we cannot be true diſciples 
of Chriſt ; ſince mutual love renders us like 
to God, and makes us his children ; ſince 
the practice of it is ſtrenuouſly urged upon 
us by the amazing love which the father 
has expreſſed to us, and the wonders of 
Chriſt's love; ſince the privileges which a- 
riſe from thence in point of gratitude ſtrong- 
ly ingage us; ſince by love ſocieties are 
rendered more firm and happy, and we be- 
come bleſſings to all around us; ſince our 
own peace, and the peace of others reſult 
from it; ſince it is neceſſary to our happi- 
neſs here, and in a future ſtate; in a word, 
ſince it is the very complexion. of heaven; 
let us be prevail'd with to uſe the means 
which are proper to improve it in ourſelves, 
and others, with the utmoſt diligence, and 
conſtancy: let us walk in love, let love be 
the governing principle of our whole beha- 
viour : let this heavenly plant be carefully 
tended by us, conſtantly watched and guard- 
ed from every thing that is hurtful and pre- 
judicial, watered aud cultivated that it may 
ff.... - -Ipread 
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and flouriſh, and bring forth plenty of 
fair and beautiful fruit, which will be grateful 
to God and the happy inhabitants of the other 


| world. Let us not at any time provoke one 
| another, unleſs #0 love and good works or 
| which are its PR fruits. 
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